
AC
C
EPTED

FO
R
PR

O
C
ESSIN

G
-2019

O
ctober4

11:40
AM

-SC
PSC

-2019-59-A
-Page

1
of6

DOCUMENT TRANSMITTAL FORM

Thts form must be completed and submitted wtth each
document filed with the Edttor of the Store Register in the Legislative Council

5 Statutory Authority

S.C Code Ann Section 58-3-140

6. Type of Filing

NOTICE OF GENERAL PUBLIC INTEREST

NOTICE OF DRAFI'ING

PROPOSED REGULATION

EMERGENCY REGULATION

FINAL REGULATION FOR GENERAL ASSEMBLY REVIEW

RESUBMISSION OF WITHDRAWN RECULATION FOR GENERAL ASSEMBLY REVIEW

FINAL REGULATION EXEMPT FROM GENERAL ASSEMBLY REVIEW
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The Public Service Commission
State of South Carolina

COMMISSIONERS
Comer H. "Randy" Randall, Third Distnct

C/uii rman
Justin T. Wdliams, Sixth District

Vice Chairman
John E. "Butch" Howard, First Dtstrict

Horence P. Be)acr. Second District
Thomas J. "Tom" Ervin, Fourth District

Swain E. Whittield, Fifth District
G O'Neal Hamilton, Seventh District

Jocelyn Boyd
Chief Clerk/Executive Director

Phone. (803) 896-5133
Fax:(803) 896-5246

Clerk's Office
Phone: (803) 896-5100

Fax:(803) 896-5199

October 4, 2019

The Honorable Harvey S. Peeler, Jr.
President of the Senate
213 Crressette Building
Columbia, SC 29201

In Re: Document Number 4879

Dear Senator Peeler:

The South Carolina Public Service Commission is respectfully submitting Document
Number 4879 relating to revisions to the regulation regarding Electronic Service on the
Commission's Docket Management System. Inquiries regarding this regulation should be
addressed to me at (803) 896-5114.

Thank you for your attention regarding this matter.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jocelyn Boyd
Chief Clerk/Executive Director

Enclosure

Public Service Commission, 101 Executive Center Dr., Suite 100, Columbia, SC 29210-8411, 803-896-5100, www psc.sc Sov
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The Public Service Commission
State of South Carolina

COMMIssloNERS
Comer H. "Randy" Randall, Third Distrim

Chai rman
Jusun T. Williams, Sixth District

Vice Chairman
John E. "Butch" Howard, First District

Florence P. Belser, Second District
Thomas J. "Tom" Ervin. Fourth District

Swain E. Whitfield, Fifth District
G. O*Neal Hamilton, Seventh District

Jocelyn Boyd
Chief Clerk/Executive Director

Phone. (803) 896-5133
Fax:(803) 896-5246

Clerk's Office
Phone: (803) 896-5100

Fax.(803) 896-5199

October 4, 2019

The Honorable James H. Lucas
Speaker of the House
506 Blatt Building
Columbia, SC 29201

In Re: Document Number 4879

Dear Speaker Lucas:

The South Carolina Public Service Commission is respectfully submitting Document
Number 4879 relating to revisions to the regulation regarding Electronic Service on the
Commission's Docket Management System. Inquiries regarding this regulation should be
addressed to me at (803) 896-5114.

Thank you for your attention regarding this matter.

Respectfully Submitted,

Chief Clerk/Executive Director

Enclosure

Pubhc Service Commission, 101 Executive Center Dr., Suite 100, Columbia, SC 29210-8411, 803-896-5100, www.psc.sc gov
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Document No. 4879
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

CHAPTER 103
Statutory Authority: 1976 Code Section 58-3-140

103-817.1. E-Filing and E-Service. (New)

Synopsis:

The Public Service Commission of South Carolina proposes to add a regulation which provides a process
for the Commission to electronically serve documents that are electronically filed with the Commission.
The regulation is necessary to provide a documented procedure for parties who utilize the Commission's
Docket Management System's (DMS) Electronic Filing (EFile) System. By way of background, in 2012,
S.C. Code Ann. Section 58-3-250 was amended for the Commission to serve its final orders or decisions
by electronic service, registered or certified mail, upon all parties to a proceeding or their attorneys.
Thereafter, Regulation 103-817 was amended so that the Commission can serve certain procedural
documents, such as Prefile Testimony Letters and Notices, by electronic service or by U.S. Mail. The
proposed Regulation 103-817.1. provides the Commission with the authority to configure the DMS to
electronically serve all the representatives of parties in a docket upon the E-Filing of any motion, pleading,
or other paper subsequent to the summons and complaint or other filing initiating a case. Upon the E-Filing
of a document, other than a paper initiating a docket, the DMS will generate and transmit a Notice of
Electronic Filing to the parties'epresentatives. The purpose of the proposed Regulation is to provide
real-time service of filings made at the Commission and more efficient use of resources for the Commission
and its external stakeholders. The Commission utilized the South Carolina Supreme Court's Electronic
Filing Policies and Guidelines, Guideline 4. E-Filing and E-Service, as a reference in drafting Regulation
103-817.1. The Notice of Drafting regarding this regulation was published on February 22, 2019, in the
State Register, Volume 43, Issue 2.

Instructions:
103-817.1. Add the new regulation text listed below.

Text:

103-817.1. E-Filin and E-Service.

A. Electronic Filin The electronic transmission of a document to the E-Filin S stem in accordance
with this Re lation constitutes the filin of that document in accordance with Title 58 of the South Carolina
Code and the Commission's Re lations in Cha ter 103 of the South Carolina Code of State Re lations

B. Official Record. Where a document is E-Filed the electronic version of that filin constitutes the
official record. E-Filed documents have the same force and effect as documents filed b Traditional Means
Documents filed b Traditional Means ma be converted to electronic format and made art of the docket
b the Clerk's Office. Once converted the electronic version constitutes the official record

C. Timeliness. A document transmitted and received b the E-Filin S stem on or before 11:59:59 .m.
Eastern Standard Time shall be considered filed with the Commission on that date rovided it is
subse uentl acce ted b the Commission. Nothin in this Re lation should be construed to reduce or
extend an filin or service deadlines set b statute the South Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure or orders
of the Commission exce t re uests for extensions of time to file documents Such r uests must be filed
with and a roved b the Commission

D. "Notice of Electronic Filin "or "Notification of Electronic Filin " "NEF" is a notice enerated b
the E-Filin S stem at the time of a filin or other Commission action An NEF is transmitted b email to
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all Authorized E-Filers who have filed a Notice of A earance and are counsel of record in the case and
includes a descri tion of the filin and a list of arties to whom the NEF was transmitted

E. Electronic Service.
I Electronic Service of Process Not Authorized. Service of rocess or service of an leadin s

initiatine cases cannot be accom lished throu h the E-Filin S stem. The E-Filin S stem ma not be used
for service of rocess of a summons and com laint sub pena or an other leadin or document r uired
to be rsonall served under Rule 4 SCRCP South Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure .

2 Service of Other Pa ers on Authorized E-Filers b the E-Filin S stem. Exce t as rovided in
sub- ara ra hs A and B below u on the E-Filin of an leadin motion orother a ersubs uent
to the summons and com laint or other filin initiatin a case the E-Filin S stem will enerate and
transmit an NEF to all Authorized E-Filers associated with that case after the filin has been acce ted for

rocessin b the Commission. Where the arties are roceedin in the E-Filin S stem and a leadin
motion or other a er must be filed made or served under the Commission's statutes or re lations or the
SCRCP u on the filer's recei t of a confirmation email statin that the filin has been acce ted for

rocessin b the Commission the E-Filin of that leadin motion or other a er to ether with the
transmission of an NEF constitutes ro er service under Rule 5 SCRCP Title 58 of the South Carolina
Code and Cha ter 103 of the South Carolina Code of State Re lations as to all other attics who are
E-Filers in that case. It is the res onsibilit of an E-Filer to review the content. of the E-Filed document in
the E-Filin S stem to determine its force and effect.

a No NEF will be created at case initiation however the E-Filin S stem will transmit
confirmations of recei t and acce tance of the filin .

b NEFs are onl transmitted via email to re resentatives of attics of record. E-Filers should
com 1 with Commission Re lation 103-805 Re resentation for enterin an electronic notice of
a earance when makin an initial res onsive filino in a case that was initiated via the E-Filin~ S stem

3 ServiceCom leteu onE-Filin . Serviceofa leadin motion orother a erb NEFsubse uent
to the summons and cpm laint or other filin initiatin a case is cpm leteat the time of the submission and
the Clerk's Office acce tance of the leadin motion or other a er for E-Filin rovided an NEF is
transmitted b the E-Filin S stem in accordance with ara ra h e 2 of this Section. The act of E-Filin
the leadin motion or other a er is the e uivalent of de ositin it in the United States Mail under Rule
5 1 SCRCP Title 58 of the South Carolina Code and Cha ter 103 of the South Carolina Code of State
Re lations The NEF constitutes roof of service under Rule 5 b SCRCP Title 58 of the South Carolina
Code and Cha ter 103 of the South Carolina Code of State Re lations and the date of service shall be the
date stated in the NEF as the "Official File Stam ." Where notice of the filin of a leadin motion or
other a er is served b an NEF the E-Filer need not file roof of service but the E-Filer must retain a
co of the NEF as roof of service.

4 Time to Res ond Followin Ehx;tronic Service. Com utation of the time for a res onse after
service b NEF is overned b Title 58 of the South Carolina Code and Cha ter 103 of the South Carolina
Code of State Re ulations.

5 Serviceb oru onaPart WhoisNotanE-Filer inaCase.
a E-Filed motions leadin s or other a ers that must be served u on a art who is not

re resented b an Authorized E-Filer in the case or who is a Traditional Filer must be served b a
Traditional Service method in accordance with Rule 5 SCRCP Title 58 of the South Carolina Code and
Cha ter 103 of the South Carolina Code of State Re ulations An Authorized E-Filer who has E-Filed a
motion leadin or other a er rior to service of the motion leadin or other a er shall serve a a er
co of the corres ondin NEF on the Traditional Filer s . The Authorized E-Filer must also file roof of
Traditional Service as to all other arties who are Traditional Filers.

b Traditional Filers must continue to serve all arties with a a er co of the motion leadin
or other a er b a Traditional Service method in accordance with Rule 5 SCRCP Title 58 of the South
Carolina Code and Cha ter 103 of the South Carolina Code of State Re lations and file a co of the
motion leadin or other a er with the Commission to ether with roof of service as re uired b Rule
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5 d SCRCP Title 58 of the South Carolina Code and Cha ter 103 of the South Carolina Code of State
~R

6 Failed Transmission of NEF. If an Authorized E-Filer becomes aware that the NEF was not
transmitted successfull to other Authorized E-Filers in the case or that the NEF is deficient the Authorized
E-Filer shall u on learnin of the failure or deficienc serve the E-Filed document b email hand delive
facsimile or first class mail. Proof of such service shall be E-Filed with the Commission within one business
d~f
Fiscal Impact Statement:

Although the Commission anticipates incurring some costs to configure its Docket Management System
(DMS) to electronically serve the documents referenced herein, the Agency expects postage and other
related costs to decrease for its internal and external stakeholders when the proposed regulation is
implemented. The Commission has obtained a preliminary quote from a computer programmer related to
the tasks necessary to configure DMS for successful implementation of this project. At this time, the
Coriunission anticipates that this configuration will cost less than $20,000.

Statement of Rationale:

The purpose for Regulation 103-817.1. is to add a process for the Commission to electronically serve
documents which are E-Filed with the Commission. The proposed Regulation promotes an improved and
more efficient process to serve parties with E-Filed Commission documents. There was no scientific or
technical basis relied upon in the development of this regulation.


